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What Is A Firewise USA® Community?

A nationally recognized wildfire preparedness program of the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA). The NFPA is a nonprofit organization that develops widely
accepted fire safety standards and wildfire preparedness programs.

Recognizes residents’ stewardship of their homes and community.

Recognition and annual renewal are based on documented planning and completion of
mitigation programs and projects.

Supports insurance, grant, and wildfire resilience goals.
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What Firewise Recognition
Means

* National recognition of our community's mitigation
efforts during the past six years.

| \ I
 Application of nationally accepted standards for i @}
wildfire mitigation at the community and individual NFPA
levels. »
FIREWISE USA
« Commitment to a multi-year plan for wildfire Residents reducing wildfire risks

mitigation and preparedness efforts.

Nationally Recognized

* Helps position property owners for insurance and Participating Site
mitigation benefits.

* Requires continued homeowner participation and Firewise.org

annual reporting.
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Community Investment

* Your participation strengthens and sustains our G NTIEYEENTE
ENT EXAMPLES:E'

Firewise USA® community.
* Maintaining Firewise USA® recognition requires
ongoing community investment in wildfire mitigation.
« The investment may be time, money, or both.
* Volunteer time
- Home hardening
« Vegetation management
- Related expenses

* We are developing a system for you to report qualifying work and
expenses since November 2025.
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Firewise USA® recognition includes an ongoing 3-year community action
plan in four areas:

« Educational & Outreach

« Community education, preparedness information, and resident engagement.

- Home Hardening

 Encouraging practical improvements to reduce structure ignition risk.

 Defensible Space / Fuel Reduction
 Continued vegetation management and fuels mitigation efforts.

« Evacuation Planning & Wildfire Preparedness

- Improving evacuation readiness, communications, and emergency awareness.
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3 - Year Action Plan
Examples

« Educational & Outreach

« Continue distributing Public Information Announcements (PIAs) on multiple topics.
« Conduct annual community meetings and educational workshops.

- Home Hardening
 Conduct 10-15 home assessments per year.

« Encourage homeowners to complete at least 1 home hardening project/year.
 Defensible Space / Fuel Reduction

« Continue defensible space and Zone Zero consulting with each home assessment.

* Continue the chipping program and fuel reduction along Grove Street with SVFD.

 Evacuation Planning & Wildfire Preparedness

* Collaborate with SCSO & fire agencies to advise homeowners of evacuation protocols.
« Continue PIAs to enhance awareness during Fire Weather Watches/Red Flag Warnings.
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=" Insurance Aspects

California's "Safer from Wildfires" insurance regulations recognize wildfire
mitigation actions.

Participation in a Firewise USA® community is a recognized mitigation action listed in
the regulations.

Participation in a Firewise USA® community may support insurance discounts or
renewals.

Insurance decisions are made at the individual property level.

Firewise USA® recognition does not guarantee coverage, renewal, or premium
reductions.

Send the Firewise USA® Certificate of Participation to your insurance agent.
- Available on our website - grovestreetfsc.org - see the Firewise USA® tab.
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Helpful links and resources

National Firewise USA® Program Certificate
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Helpful links and resources

OF kLT s Firewise USA®
B, 'I https://www.nfpa.org/Education-and-Research/Wildfire/Firewise-USA

@"'i,:"?"‘*‘@ CA Dept. of Insurance Safer from Wildfires
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https://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/200-wrr/Safer-from-Wildfires.cfm




